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Background on Southwest Fresno

® 35,000 population

® 51% Poverty rate

® 45% Latino, 38% African American, 10% Hmong

® Highest Concentration of Poverty among large cities

® Lacks services, lots of low-income housing
® USDA Food Desert
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In 2000, Fresno ranked #4 among the 50 largest cities in the
United States on its overall poverty rate...

% poverty
Miami, FL 28.5
New Orleans, LA 27.9
E%larf;q Cleveland, OH 26.3
calculations of U.S. Fresno, CA 26.2
FEnsIs Gais Atlanta, GA 26.1
Baltimore, MD 24 .4
Philadelphia, PA 229
Long Beach, CA 22.9
El Paso, TX 22.8

Los Angeles, CA 22.1

NATION 12.4

THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION METROPOLITAN POLICY PROGRAM




...but ranked #1 on concentrated poverty, the degree to which its
poor were clustered in high-poverty neighborhoods

Percentage of
poor indviduals
in high-poverty
neighborhoods
(>40%), 2000

Source:

Brookings
calculations of U.S.
Census data

THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION
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A
Poverty Rate

THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION

verty increased dramatically on the South and West
, especially between 1980 and 2000
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Neighborhood poverty increased dramatically on the South and West

hween 1980 and 2000
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Poverty Rate 0-10% Over 50%
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Neighborhood poverty increased dramatically on the South and West
sides of Fresno, especially between 1980 and 2000
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Poverty Rate 0-10% Over 50%

THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION METROPOLITAN POLICY PROGRAM
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Nearly $950,000 from BF Program

® 2005 - Two Cleanup Grants: $S400K
® 2009 — TBA — Hwy 99 North Corridor: S30K

® 2011 - TBA - Inventory of brownfields in Southwest Fresno
& Downtown - 545 possible sites: S50K

® 2011 — Transforming Golden Westside Contract: S85K

® 2011 —Community Wide Assessment Grant to
Redevelopment Agency: S400K

® 2011-12 — Brownfields to Urban Garden: S30K




Transforming the Golden Westside

e Contract support, S85K - S55 Office of Sustainable
Communities, $S30 Office of Brownfields and Land
Revitalization

¢ |dentification of community capacity needs
® Participant listing of possible reuse of brownfield sites
® Engagement of Fresno Youth for Sustainable Communities

® Tool kit for community to advocate for redevelopment




Fresno Youth Council: Brownfield
to Urban Garden

e Office of Brownfields and Land Revitalization, S30K
¢ |dentify potential brownfield sites for urban garden

® Assist youth in conducting environmental history on up to
3 highly potential sites

* |dentify potential partners for urban garden support
® Urban Garden Charrette for site design

* Implementation Plan

® Final Report for the Web
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